
2nd November 2020 
 
 
 
Dear All, 

 
At the time of writing this letter Prime Minister Boris Johnson has just placed the entire 
country into a four-week lockdown starting from Thursday 5 th November and ending on 
Wednesday 2nd December. 
 
It all seems so frustrating doesn’t it? One minute we were slowly getting back into our 
church buildings, albeit under all sorts of weird and confusing restrictions and now we 
are back into further lockdown. And we don’t even have the warm summer weather to 
look forward to! 
 
In the light of this, please allow us the luxury of asking the question that we suspect 
many people both within and outside of the church will be asking;  
 
“With the greatest of respect God, where are you?” 
 
One of the most popular Christian songs that has emerged over the last few years is 
called Blessed Be Your Name. Some of you will know the song and how it works; one 
moment we are singing about being in “plentiful lands” with “streams of abundance” 
and “the sun shining down on us” and it all sounds so lovely and “the world is all as it 
should be,” and therefore, “Blessed Be Your Name!” 
 
But then something changes. Not the tempo, the melody or the chords (although 
maybe they should!) but rather the sentiment. Suddenly we are in the realm of “the 
wilderness,” “the desert place” and “the road marked with suffering,” and yet 
inexplicably for some, the words “Blessed be Your name” are still in there to be sung. 
 
How can we possibly assent to this part of the song at such a time as we are currently 
going through? If God loves us and cares for us as much as we claim He does, then 
why are we facing what we are facing? Into every life a little rain must fall, sure 
enough, but this?  
 
And our guess is that many people who are not Christians are asking this question as 
well. 
 
We think that there are two different ways in which we can reply. Either we can cut the 
“negative” words from the song and hold to the view that God is only with us in the 
good, soft, safe times or else we can wrestle with this challenge (and it is a challenge 



whichever way we look at it) and in doing so come to a deeper understanding that He 
is with us and will not abandon us even in the most difficult of circumstances.  
 
Can we suggest that we keep this song in its entirety because if it shows us anything it 
shows us that God is bigger than all of the mess we are in at present? He is not a fair 
weather friend who suddenly disappears when the going gets tough. Whatever we face 
in the weeks and months ahead He will be alongside us whether we realise it or not. 
 
The day after the current lockdown was announced was a Sunday and one of the 

Lectionary readings for that day was Psalm 34. The first part of it reads as follows: 

 “I will extol the Lord at all times; 

 His praise will always be on my lips. 
  I will glory in the Lord; 

 Let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 

 Glorify the Lord with me; 

 Let us exalt his name together. 

 I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 

 He delivered me from all my fears.” 

 
This Psalm was written by King David when he was in a particularly difficult and 
dangerous place in his life. He was living amongst the Philistines and his life was in 
danger from his enemies and yet he was able to see God’s hand through it all and to 
respond in the words above. 
 
Someday all of this will be behind us and things will get better. However until then let’s 
not lose sight of who God is and how He walks alongside of us both in the good times 
and in the bad.  
 
And, of course, God’s presence with us should encourage us to look out for one 
another and to help one another as much as we practically can.  
 
Please keep up to date with the latest developments by visiting our Parish website 
www.kidderminstereast.org.uk/ and the Church of England website nationally at 
www.churchofengland.org/ 
 
God is with us all in the uncertain days that lie ahead. 
 
Robert and David 
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