A time of reflection
for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth li
1926 - 2022

“To many of us our beliefs are of fundamental
importance. For me the teachings of Christ and my own
personal accountability before God provide a framework
in which | try to lead my life. I, like so many of you, have
drawn great comfort in difficult times from Christ’s words

and example.” (2000)
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Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;

To His feet thy tribute bring.

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Evermore His praises sing:

Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him, praise Him!
Praise the everlasting King.

Angels, help us to adore Him,

Ye behold Him face to face;

Sun and moon, bow down before Him;
Dwellers all in time and space,

Praise Him, praise Him, praise Him praise Him!
Praise with us the God of grace.

The Lord’s My Shepherd

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want;
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again,
And me to walk doth make

Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

Yea, though | walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will | fear noill;

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished
In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me,

And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling-place shall be.
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O Love that wilt not let me go
O Love that will not let me go,

| rest my weary soul in thee.

| give thee back the life | owe,

that in thine ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.

O Light that follows all my way,

| yield my flick’ring torch to thee.
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
may brighter, fairer be.

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
| cannot close my heart to thee.

| trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain,
that morn shall tearless be.

O Cross that liftest up my head,

| dare not ask to fly from thee.

| lay in dust, life’s glory dead,

and from the ground there blossoms red,
life that shall endless be.

Prayers

Gracious God, we give thanks

for the life of your servant Queen Elizabeth,
for her faith and her dedication to duty.
Bless our nation as we mourn her death

and may her example continue to inspire us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Father of all, we pray to you for those we love, but see no longer: Grant
them your peace; let your light shine upon them; and in your loving
wisdom and almighty power, work in them the good purpose of your
perfect will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Almighty God, Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort: Your mighty
power brings joy out of grief and life out of death. Look in mercy on all
who mourn. Give them patient faith in times of darkness. Strengthen them
with the knowledge of your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Everlasting God, we pray for our new King.
Bless his reign and the life of our nation.

Help us to work together

so that truth and justice, harmony and fairness
flourish among us;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Personal reflection
* What stands out in your memory about The Queen?
* What will you always remember about her?
* What did you learn through her life and death, including about God
in Jesus Christ?
* As we mourn the loss of the late Queen we pray for the new King,
and for hope for the future.

Revelation 21 v 1-6 A New Heaven and a New Earth

“Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2| saw the
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. * And |
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. *‘He will wipe
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

®He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.”

®He said to me: “It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End. To the thirsty | will give water without cost from the spring of
the water of life.”
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